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Taken by Surprise 
by Kevin Hahn 
   
 Sunday, Dec. 7th, is the anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor.  There 
have been a few assertions over the years that some American officials knew 
about the impending attack before it happened.  Most believe, however, that 
the base was taken completely by surprise. 
 
 When Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, he reminded them of three 
similar aspects concerning the coming of the Lord. 
 
 People would feel safe and secure – I imagine if you were at Pearl 
Harbor an hour before the attack, it would feel just about like any other hour.  
Life would be going on as usual, routines would be followed as usual, and a 
feeling of security would prevail. 
 
 I imagine an hour before the Lord’s second coming, life will be going on 
as usual, routines will be followed as usual, and a feeling of security will 
prevail. 
 
“While people are saying, “There is peace and security…’” (1 Thess. 5:3a). 
 
 Destruction would be sudden – I can’t imagine the chaos that erupted at 
Pearl Harbor when the first bomb exploded.  All feelings of safety and 
security would disappear under the realization that the base was under attack. 
 
 I can’t imagine the chaos on earth when “the Lord Jesus is revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those 
who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus” (2 Thess. 1:7b-8). 
 
“…then sudden destruction will come upon them…” (vs. 3b). 
 
 There would be no escape – On that fateful day at Pearl Harbor, many 
people ran to escape the bombs that sank the ships and destroyed the planes.  
Some died, and some escaped. 
 
 On the day of the Lord, running is not an option. 
 
“…and they will not escape” (vs. 3c). 
 

Paul’s message to the church wasn’t “Be afraid.” It was “Be ready.”  
Christians don’t have to be afraid of that day because “God has not destined 
us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ” (vs. 
9).  Paul reminded them that Christ died so that “whether we are awake 
or asleep we might live with him” (vs. 10).  Don’t fear.  Prepare. 
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Elders 
 

JY Brown 
Orville Culpepper 

Bob Deister 
Mike Drachenberg 

Larry Heasley 
*Pat Porter 

Doug Sessions 
 

* Elder on call 
 

DEACONS 
 

Richard Ames – Building & Grounds 
Joseph Barela – Youth 

Michael Corley - Finance 
Mike Degge – Foreign Missions 

Mike Diaz – Benevolence 
 Carl Holder – Domestic Missions 

Eric Johnson - Finance 
Ken Johnson – Building & Grounds 

Eric Kennedy - Visitation 
Don McAdoo – World Bible School 
Tim Mansell – Building & Grounds 

Darvin Mitchell – Worship 
Warren Roane - Education 
Ron Schultz – Involvement 

Billy Tharp – Building & Grounds 
 

MINISTERS 

Kevin Hahn – Preacher 
 

Cason Pearce – Associate Minister; 
Licensed Professional Counselor 

 

Our Record  

Bible Study N/C 

AM 355 

PM 210 

Wednesday 205 

Contribution $12,864.52 

Budget $15,238.00 

 

…and a warm welcome to our visitors! 
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 Dates to Remember 
� Today – Kids for Christ @ 5:00 

 

� December 9th – Ladies’ Holiday Party 
 

� December 9th - AHS Choir Holiday 
Concert – 7:00 pm at AHS 

 

� December 13th – Blood Drive in FH 
 

� December 13th – Caroling and Service 
Project for everyone – main building 

 

� December 14th – Singing at 5:15 and  

  MS/HS devotional after evening services 
 

� December 21st – Elders/Deacons meeting 
 

� December 25th-26th – Office closed – 
email will be monitored  

 

� December 31st – Primetimers New 
Year’s Eve get-together 

 

Blood Drive 
This Saturday, December 13th 

10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  
Please sign-up on the lobby bulletin board. 

This is the most important drive of the 
year. Please help. Your type matters! 

(Medina & Boles Children’s Homes) 
 

Your generosity is amazing! 
 

As of today, we have collected $1500 worth 
of gift cards for the children’s homes this 

holiday season.   
Because of your kindness, these children will 

have a special holiday season! 
Note:  Today is the last day to turn your cards 

in to the office staff 
(Sandy or Liz). 

Thank you all for your kindness! 

Foreign Mission Work 
India - Visakha Valley Bible College 
Cameroon – Jim Corner 
Chile – Harry Hamilton 
Russia, Barnaul – Joseph & Sonia Rhodes 
Nigeria – Doug Wheeler 
Ukraine – Gary and Nadya Workman 
Ghana – Achiase church of Christ 
Scotland – Darrell Chappell 

Thank You Notes 
 

“Dear Brethren of Lake Houston, Greetings in 
Christ’s name. As I am getting ready to return 
home I thought about sending this note of thanks 
to you. Thank you all so much for being so kind 
and concerned towards the Lord’s work in India. 
Thank you very much for being so wonderful. 
God Bless In Christ.” – John Dean 
 

“We would like to thank you all for the well 
wishes, calls, and prayers on Barbara’s behalf 
after her knee surgery.  We’d also like to thank 
you for the beautiful plant she received.” – 
Richard & Barbara Jimenez 
 

“Dear family at Lake Houston, Thank you for the 
calls, visits, notes of encouragement, and plant.  I 
especially appreciate the prayers and thoughts 
during my recent hospital stay.  I love you all!” – 
Jenine Hubbell 
 

“Hey! Thank you so much for the care package!  
And thank you to everyone involved.  I loved it!! 
– Private Andy Labyer 
 

 

Domestic Mission Work 
Impact Church of Christ – Houston, TX 
Boulder, CO church of Christ – Howard 
TDC Prison Ministry – Handley 
Lake Houston church of Christ Prison Ministry 
Bear Valley Bible Institute–Troy & Brenda Woolery 
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Corey Johnson 
Alvarenga Preacher Training 
In SEARCH of the Lord’s Way – TV Outreach Program 

Our Missionaries 
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Those Needing Prayers 

Sign-Up 

 

MEMBERS 
� Cody Atkins – Recovering from back surgery  
� Sandria Bice – Health issues 

 

MEMBERS WITH ONGOING CONCERNS 
� Max Comer – Long-term care 
� Lou Crothers – Comfort Senior Care 
� Johnny Eddins – Health issues 
� Marie Gordon – Home care 
� Bob & Mary Latten – Health issues 
� Don & Donna Pringle – Health issues 
� Jerry Wilson – Home after a visit to the hospital 
� Derryl Wood – Cancer 

 

FAMILY & FRIENDS 
� Mike Bryan–Jeanie & Derryl’s brother-in-law 
� Mark Burtner–MJ Hathaway’s brother – Cancer 
� Russell Caraway-McJobe’s brother-Cancer 
� Bill Cooper – Casey Pearce’s grandfather 
� Kristen Eakman – Laurie Mangham’s niece 
� David Ezernack – Barbara Hall’s brother – Heart 
� Phillip & Helen Guist & children, Amanda & Wesley 

– Dean Winslow’s cousins - Health 
� Joe Huntley-tumor-friend of Ellisor’s 
� Rose Marie Jones–JY Brown’s sister-in-law 
� Bernice Kmiec – Stan Januhowski’s sister 
� Beryl Lucia – Barbara Hall’s friend – ALS/Lyme 
� Bob Mann–Patsy Daw’s friend–Cancer 
� Bryan Mansell–Tim’s brother 
� Mary Milam–Linda Haynes’ sister-Cancer 
� Bob Sease–J & J Wood’s son-in-law – Cancer 
� Jimmy Sessum – Hall’s friend – health issues 
� Bill & Bobbie Strawbridge – Sessions’ neighbors 
� Dave Tullos-Friend of Patsy Daw 
� Lance Yaeger–Ginger Alexander’s brother 

 

THOSE EXPECTING 
� Tara Bolin – January 21st – boy 
� Andrea Wheeler – March 13th – girl 
� Alyssa Alamia – May 15th 

 

 

It’s time for our Ladies’ Holiday Party! 
Come and enjoy food, friends, and fun!  
Attire:  Feel free to wear your fun and 
silly Holiday sweaters and whatever else 
you have!  The sillier the better!  Food:  
We will have some yummy Mexican food.  
We will also have a sign-up sheet in the 
foyer to help with the food… please sign-
up!  Gift: Please bring an ornament for 
a fun gift exchange with all the ladies.  
Wrap the ornament, but don’t say who 
it’s from.  (If you want to participate in 
the Cookie Exchange, bring your yummy 
cookies!) 
We can’t wait to have fun with you and 
enjoy some fellowship! 
 

Tuesday - December 9th - 6 o’clock p.m. 
In the fellowship hall. 

 

Hostesses: 
Lauren Leighton and Dalys Parker 

Pantry Needs: 
Tuna and Tuna Helper, Peanut Butter and Jelly, 
Canned Pinto Beans, Pork and Beans, Black Beans, 
Bags of Dry Beans and Rice, Spaghetti and 
Spaghetti Sauce, Pancake Mix and Syrup, Canned 
Chicken and Ham 

1) There is a sign-up sheet on the board in the 
foyer for 2015 MS/HS Devotionals. There is a 
column for hosting and a column for speaking. 
2) Also, there is a sign-up sheet for Lake 
Houston shirts. The shirts will be $8. Please 
write your name and indicate your size in the 
correct box.  
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Sunday,  December 7, 2014  

Speaker Kevin Hahn 

Song Leader Terry Hunt 

Announcements/Opening Prayer Matt Schaefer 

Communion Talk Larry Heasley 

Communion                            Richard Ames Brad Jones 

                                              Ethan Gunnels Lincoln Leatherman 

Scripture Don Gaddy 

Closing Prayer Pat Porter 

Greeters                                 Logan/Lyerly Tankursley/Dean 

Communion Prep Kovacs 

Cards                                Logan Carnathan Logan McWaine 

                                                  Jack Brooks   Tyler May   

Building Lockup Mitchell/McAdoo 

EVENING  

Speaker Kevin Hahn 

Song Leader Fred Fain 

Opening Prayer Alan Prather 

Communion                                Jeff Alamia Ryan Daltry 

Wednesday, December 10, 2014  

Announcements Greg Hubbell 

Song Leader Brent McFarland 

 

In my last article, I mentioned that I'll be writing a series about characteristics of discipleship from Acts. In the first article in the 
series, I pointed out several verses about the boldness of the disciples. According to those verses, the disciples openly proclaimed 
the Gospel and did great works in the name of Jesus even though they were often beaten or thrown in prison. 
  

This article will focus on examples of disciples’ obedience. Anyone who becomes a disciple of Christ must change. Some new 
Christians have to make small changes to the way they think or behave, but some have to make major life changes. After hearing 
the gospel, some are willing to change immediately; others are reluctant to change. Let's explore three examples of men who 
were called to obey and focus on how they responded. 
  

Acts 8:26-39 is the account of Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. Phillip approached the eunuch's chariot and heard him reading 
from the book of Isaiah. The eunuch allowed Philip to enter his chariot and teach him about Jesus. When the eunuch realized he 
needed to obey, he was willing to do just that. The eunuch was already a worshipper of God (vs. 27), but he did not know 
anything about Jesus. When presented with the Gospel for the first time, he eagerly obeyed. There were many people just like the 
eunuch who were already worshippers of God and gladly received the good news about Jesus. 
  

The eunuch had to believe in Jesus and be baptized to become a Christian, but, as far as we know, he didn't have to make 
significant changes to his lifestyle to remain obedient to God. Saul however, was a different story. 
  

Most of Acts chapter nine is the account of Saul's conversion. The first nine verses state that his intentions were to persecute 
Christians in Damascus, but Jesus appeared to him on the way and told him to change his ways. After Jesus appeared to Saul, he 
was led into Damascus and stayed there until Ananias met with him and baptized him. 
  

If you compare the first two verses with verses 19-20 of chapter 9, it is as if you are reading about a different man. After the Lord 
appeared to Saul, he knew he had to change. He had to quit persecuting Christians and start recruiting them. When Saul realized 
he was wrong he was willing to change completely and immediately, but that required major changes to his beliefs and actions. 
  

Peter is the third example of the disciples’ obedience. Peter had to let go of deeply ingrained Jewish traditions and attitudes about 
the Gentiles. After Peter became a Christian, God showed him a vision (Acts 10:13). The purpose of the vision was to tell Peter 
that the Gospel was also for the Gentiles. God told Peter to teach the Gentiles, and he obeyed without hesitation. It was a long 
held tradition that the Jews separated themselves from the Gentiles, but Peter was willing to discard that tradition in order to be 
obedient to God’s will.  
  

The disciples in Acts were willing to obey even if that meant changing their thoughts, behaviors, and attitudes. Sometimes we 
know what the Bible says but choose to do what we want instead. This was not the case for the first century disciples; they were 
willing to obey no matter what! My prayer is that we follow the examples of the first century disciples and obey no matter what! 
 

From Cason 

Those Chosen to Serve 
 

 Sunday, December 14, 2014  

Speaker Kevin Hahn 

Song Leader Aaron Barnes 

Announcements/Opening Prayer Matt Schaeffer 

Communion Talk Quenton Farr 

Communion                               Brent Hughes Parker Leighton 

                                                 Lucas Heasley Chandler Tittle 

Scripture Carl Brooks 

Closing Prayer Pat Porter  

Greeters                                     Logan/Lyerly Tankursley/Dean 

Communion Prep Kovacs 

Cards                                  Logan Carnathan Logan McWaine 

                                             Brooks, Jackson Tyler May 

Building Lockup Mitchell/McAdoo 

EVENING  

Speaker Kevin Hahn 

Song Leader Bert Esteban 

Opening Prayer Doug Sessions 

Communion                            Jonathan Webb Dillon King 

Wednesday, December 17, 2014  

Announcements Brent McFarland 

Song Leader Aaron Barnes 

 


