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How do I know God loves me? If God does love me, to what extent 
does He love me? Is God’s love for me unconditional or are there 
expectations for me John  

Faith & Obedience: The Results 
of God's Love for Us  
 

by Mike Drachenberg 
 
 
 
 
expectations for me? John 3:16 is one of the most familiar and often quoted verses in the 
New Testament wherein Jesus describes the love God has for His created human 
beings.  Many in this world unfortunately see only a superficial reference to love for 
mankind and this shallow view of God's desired relationship with His creation prevents 
them from understanding the results God's love manifests in the hearts of those who 
accept His teaching. 
 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:16 NASV) 
 

Looking at the context of John 3, we note that Nicodemus, a ruler (one of the chief 
priests) of the Jews, came to Jesus at night, perhaps from fear of being observed by 
other Jewish power-brokers, or perhaps to talk to Him without the press of the multitudes 
around Him.  Jesus taught Nicodemus about spiritual rebirth and the necessity of being 
born again in order to behold the kingdom of God.  Nicodemus, like many might do today, 
confused the rebirth Jesus described with physical rebirth.  Jesus further describes the 
transformation of the body and spirit of a human being in the rebirth of the water and the 
Spirit alluding to baptism.  Nicodemus was, no doubt, amazed at His teaching, and 
through his amazement asked the following question. “How can these things be?” (John 
3:9) 
 

In verse 10, Jesus tells him that someone in authority like Nicodemus should understand 
these things and He explains the underlying concepts upon which this fundamental 
principle of rebirth is being built: Faith & Obedience.  Jesus continues instructing 
Nicodemus that anyone who believes in the Son of Man (the Christ) will have eternal life. 
(Verse 15) 
 

Is my relationship to God one dimensional or am I under an obligation to love Him back?  
If I am under obligation to love Him back, what does that imply? 
 

Jesus answers these questions and more in His description of God's love for His creation 
continuing in verse 16.  Perhaps a better translation of the phrase “For God so loved the 
world” would be “God loved the world in this way” and Jesus continues by describing the 
extent to which God loves His creation: He gave His unique Son so that believers might 
have eternal life.  In this passage, Jesus equates “seeing the kingdom of God” (from 
verse 3) with imperishable “eternal life.”  His declaration of God's love for the creation 
includes the condition by which one receives entrance into the kingdom (eternal life): 
Belief (Faith).  Verse 16 also describes the unity of the decision/plan to save mankind: 
God planned it, Jesus carried it out, and the Holy Spirit inspired New Testament writers to 
record it. 
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…and a warm welcome to our visitors! 
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MEMBERS 
 Cindy Bornsheuer – Pancreatic Cancer 
 Jennifer Brooks–Recovering from surgery 
 Folmsbees – Marriage 
 Beth Lawrence – Medicine change & pain 
 Maria Rodriquez – Pain 
 Barbara Wurzinger – Recovering at home 
 Mary Young – Chemo for colon cancer 

MEMBERS WITH ONGOING CONCERNS 
 Max Comer 
 Jim Daniel 
 Genie Deister  
 Larry Fain  
 Linda Haynes 
 Darwin Trevena - Employment 
 Sean Williams – Employment 

EXPECTANT MOTHERS 
 Dalys Parker – May 8, 2016  

 
For a more detailed list, visit our website: 

Lakehoustoncoc.org 

Dear church family, we want to thank you for the 
flowers, calls and especially the prayers! The 
power of prayer is awesome! We definitely could 
feel them working. God’s love shines bright in 
many lives at Lake Houston, and we are blessed 
to be loved by so many! - In Christian love, Allen 
and Kandy Dutton. 

The Ladies of Lake Houston Church of Christ 
are invited to tea on April 10th at 3:30 p.m.  The 
purpose of this tea is to encourage connection 
among the women of Lake Houston and to offer 
concrete opportunities to participate in the work 
of the church.  At our tea, we will enjoy 
refreshments prepared by some of our younger 
women and hear about opportunities to 
serve.  We will exchange information with each 
other about special talents/skills that we might 
like to share with each other. 
 

Ladies who have placed membership with us in 
the last six months will be our guests of 
honor.  We look forward to embracing our 
newest members and working side by side in the 
Kingdom!  Please plan to join us. 

Sunday 
Bible Class…….…………………………9:00 a.m. 
Worship…..……………………………..10:00 a.m. 
Evening Worship………...………………6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 
Ladies’ Bible Class…......……..………10:00 a.m. 
 (September – May) 
Wednesday 
Bible class (all ages)…………………....7:00 p.m. 
Please visit us online at Lakehoustoncoc.org 
where you will find: 
 Our calendar 
 A complete prayer list 
 Sermon audio 
 Involvement form 
 And much more information 

Parents of 2016 Graduating Seniors: You should 
have received an email this past Monday from 
Cason regarding the Senior Banquet on May 1st. 
If you haven’t replied, please do so as soon as 
possible. 

 

Ladies’ Tea 

Meeting Schedule 

Prayer List 

2016 Senior Parents 

Thank You 
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Camp Bandina’s registration website is now 
open! You can register at their website: 
https://campbandina.wordpress.com/full-registration/. 
Camp Bandina is for those who have completed 
the 6th grade-12th grade. If you have questions, 
please contact Cason Pearce. 
  

Lake Houston Church of Christ Food Pantry 
Canned Fruit/Beans/Veggies ● Boxed Potatoes 

Spam ● Canned Chicken 
 

Arms of Hope Grocery Run Needs 
Window Cleaner 

It’s that time of year again! Won’t you consider 
going with us to South Texas where we help 
provide homes to those in need. While there, we 
also are responsible for a local VBS. There are 
plenty of ways to serve for all ages. If you can 
join us, please use the sign-up sheet located in 
the foyer.  This trip is scheduled for the week of 
July 16th – 21st.  Hope you can join us! 

Hubbell/Johnson  
We had a great time singing and praying last 
Monday night. We started at 7:00 and 
by 8:30 we didn't want to stop! I want to thank 
Terry Hunt for leading us in song! Thanks Ken 
and Peggy Johnson bringing the song books 
and folding chairs. Ken and Peggy are always 
ready to help. Also, thanks to everyone who 
came making for a good showing. As always the 
fellowship throughout the evening was great! – 
Richard & Barbara Jimenez 
 

Mark your calendars now and plan to attend the 
church picnic here on the building grounds 
starting at 11:30 a.m. on April 16th.  Plan on 
joining us for food, fun, fellowship and games. 
Fellowship group leaders, why not challenge 
another fellowship group to a game of kickball or 
volleyball? Use the sign-up sheet in the lobby 
and designate yes or no if you are interested in 
having crawfish.  We encourage you to sign-up, 
so we can have an idea of how many to prepare 
for. We hope you can join us for this event!  

  
 

South Texas Mission Trip 

Practicing True Forgiveness – 
Receiving and Giving 

Pantry Needs 

Camp Bandina June 5-11th 

If you are not in a fellowship group, please see 
Ron Schultz. Our groups are divided by 
geographic areas. Listed below are our 
fellowship group leaders. We’d love to have you 
in a group! 
 

M. Carnathan/D. Dedo    
R. Cunningham/T. Brown   
G. Hubbell/K. Johnson    
B. Jones/S. Allen    
E. Kennedy   
B. Kirk    
L. McWaine/D. Caballero   
M. Nwogwugwu/C. Covington/W. Roane  
M. Schaeffer    
R. Schultz  
M. Sharp/D. King 
J. Webb/D. Edwards  

Church Picnic – April 16th  
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On the surface, this believing that Jesus describes here seems simple enough but is it really that simple? Again, we must look at the context for 
clues in answering this question.  We should note from the language Jesus uses here that the restriction is not on the type of person responding 
because God is not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35) but rather is dependent upon the respondent's believing, thus declaring the essentiality 
of faith (belief) for those who would respond appropriately to God.  Next we shall see that the belief (faith) being described here is, by design, an 
obedient faith. 
 

Jesus continues teaching in verse 19 by contrasting the Light which has come into the world, that is Jesus the Christ, to the evil deeds of those 
who love the darkness.  He describes this misplaced faith in the darkness of this world as evil and relates the condemnation that will occur as a 
result.  In verse 21, Jesus equates practicing truth with: (1) coming to the Light, (2) with belief in the Son, and (3) with deeds having been defined 
and approved by God. 
 

Jesus left Nicodemus and, with His disciples, entered the land of Judea and He spent time there teaching the people and many were being 
baptized. (verse 22)  John, through inspiration of the Holy Spirit concludes this section in verse 36 by equating belief (faith) and obedience. 
 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” (John 3:36) 
 

Two life-pathways are discussed in this verse and indeed there are only two pathways to be taken: (1) the pathway to eternal life; and (2) the 
pathway to the wrath of God.  The pathway to eternal life requires belief (obedient faith) in the Son.  The pathway to the wrath of God (eternal 
destruction) is through disobedience.  There are no other choices available to mankind and anyone who suggests there are other options where 
non-compliance and disobedience will be rewarded in the end with the mercy of God is gravely mistaken.  John continues to describe the blessing 
of purification (cleansing) by the blood of Jesus in 1 John 1:7. 
 

“but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 
sin.” (1 John 1:7) 
 

The pathway to eternal life in God's presence requires that we “walk in the Light” as Jesus walked.  Since perfection is simply not possible for 
human beings, for those who have been baptized into Christ (Romans 6:1-6), the “Blood” has been appropriated to continually cleanse us of our 
sins.  Yet this indescribable blessing, the cleansing of our sins through the blood of Jesus, is not unconditional.  The “Blood” can be applied and 
forgiveness obtained only in a context of “walking in the Light,” that is, our faithful obedience to God's instructions by emulating the pattern Jesus 
lived. 
 

Which pathway will we choose? 
 

Jesus says in John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  God's love for us and the subsequent blessings He provides 
requires us to obey His commandments.  Our love for Him is demonstrated by our obedience to His instructions.  The love mentioned here is 
much more than a feeling or emotion.  God defined it and we must live up to it.  Our love for God is evident in the sincerest, most profound, and 
personal obedience to His Word to the very best of our abilities.  And when we fail to reach the mark in our imperfection, the “Blood” is available to 
wash us clean and keep us in harmony with the Father.  Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 Sunday, April 3,  2016  
Speaker Kevin Hahn 
Song Leader Jeff Boyles 
Greetings/Call to Worship Matt Schaeffer 
Communion Talk Mike Drachenberg 
Communion                                     Bud Dromgoole Jon Wheeler 
                                                             Eric Johnson John Delome 
Scripture Cason Pearce 
Closing Prayer JY Brown 
Greeters                                                       Bounds E. Caballero 
Communion Prep Hubbell 
Cards                                                          C. Hahn J. Carnathan 
                                                                    A. Ward R. Corley 
Building Lockup                                      E. Johnson              K. Johnson 
EVENING  
Speaker Kevin Hahn 
Song Leader Fred Fain 
Opening Prayer  Barry Carroll 
Communion                                             Dillon King Jonathan Webb 
Wednesday, April 6, 2016  
Greetings Jeff Boyles 
Song Leader Aaron Barnes 
 

Sunday, March 27,  2016  
Speaker Kevin Hahn 
Song Leader Jeff Boyles 
Greetings/Call to Worship John Doering 
Communion Talk Don Caballero 
Communion                                         L. Leatherman Ryan Daltry 
                                                                 Alvin Logan Barry Carroll 
Scripture Jason Wheeler 
Closing Prayer Doug Sessions 
Greeters                                           S.Hicks/K.Lyerly K. Johnson 
Communion Prep Hubbell 
Cards                                                        K. Harrison J. Kennedy 
                                                                    P. Parker C. Wheeler 
Building Lockup                                                  Diaz Holder 
EVENING  
Speaker Kevin Hahn 
Song Leader Aaron Barnes 
Opening Prayer  M. Nwogwugwu 
Communion                                         Joseph Barela Carl Brooks 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016  
Greetings Dick Arruda 
Song Leader Cason Pearce 
 

Those Privileged to Serve 


